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ANNUAL ROAD SAFETY REPORT 2015/16
This report summarises Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service’s (the Service) 2015/16
targeted road safety activities. These are delivered in support of the multi-agency road safety
plans of the local authorities and Cheshire Police, and are designed to contribute to
reductions in road traffic collisions, deaths and injuries.
The following are the mainstream road safety activities that the Service delivers.
1. Motorway Engagement Days (MED’s)
Cheshire has 212 miles of motorway. Our main partner is Highways England (formally
Highways Agency).

MED’s also involve partners from Cheshire Police and the local

authorities.
MED’s highlight Highways England’s priorities regarding vehicle maintenance (breakdowns
and fuel issues), close-following (two second rule), tyres and tiredness, and hard shoulder
safety.
The Service uses the motorway services as venues to engage with drivers. Drivers are
offered a discounted drinks vouchers, which encourages them to engage with our personnel
who are delivering the above road safety messages. The use of the THINK car was utilised
at most of the MED’s, this provided us with an engagement tool for speaking to motorists as
they passed through the Service Area.
Targets for 2015/16 MED delivery: 10 events
Target

Actual

Cheshire West & Chester

2

2

Cheshire East

4

4

Warrington

4

4

Halton

N/A

(No motorway services within the Halton area)
NOTE: 100% successful delivery

2. Additional Road Safety Activities
These activities are designed to address local needs arising from data and intelligence
received from either our local authorities or Cheshire Police. Engagement at each event is
aligned to any of these target groups: vulnerable road users, children, pedestrians, cyclists
and motorcycle riders.
The target is to deliver a minimum of one event from each watch from our whole-time
and day-crewed fire stations.
Target

Actual

Cheshire West & Chester

12

12

Cheshire East

14

14

Halton

8

8

Warrington

8

8

NOTE: 100% successful delivery
3. CFOA National Road Safety Week (8th
– 14th June)
The

Chief

Fire

Officers

Association's

(CFOA) Road Safety Week took place from
8th to 14th June 2015. During this national
week of activity Fire and Rescue Services
(FRS’s) across the UK were promoting targeted road safety messages to road users - these
targeted pedestrians, car drivers, cyclists and motorcycle riders in their local communities,
with an overarching message of 'Distraction'.
A combination of national and local events showcased the work that FRS’s do in the area of
road safety. Throughout the week’s events fire crews across the Service Area engaged with
more than 1,300 people.
The target is to deliver a minimum of one event from each of our whole-time and daycrewed fire stations.

Target

Actual

Cheshire West & Chester

4

4

Cheshire East

5

5

Halton

2

2

Warrington

3

3

NOTE: 100% successful delivery
4. CFOA TyreSafe Winter Driving Events
The Service supports TyreSafe in its vision for safety on the roads,
and has worked in partnership with TyreSafe for over four years,
supporting their aims in delivering advice on tyre safety issues to the
motoring public raising awareness about the dangers associated with
defective or illegal tyres.
The Service led on this campaign working in partnership with three tyre companies;
Associated Tyre Services (ATS) – Euromaster, TyresOnTheDrive, and Micheldever.
Cheshire Police and Local Authority road safety teams were invited to assist with the 26
winter driving events which were held across the Service Area at local shopping centres,
supermarket car parks, garden centres, and in conjunction with station car wash events.
Drivers were offered the opportunity to have their vehicle and tyres checked in readiness for
the winter and advice was given about driving in adverse weather conditions.
The main objectives of the winter driving campaign to support TyreSafe objectives in
ensuring that tyres are safe and legal, and to allow our staff to carry out a simple vehicle
safety check at the same time.

This resulted in a total of 780 physical checks being

completed, and more than 1,200 direct engagements with members of the community.
The Service was awarded two TyreSafe awards as a result of this work, judged by leading
members of the UK tyre industry. One was the ‘Emergency Services Award’, and the second
was the ‘Outstanding Achievement Award’, given for our local partnership work with
TyreSafe members. Our Winter Driving campaign was the focus of a presentation given at
the Annual TyreSafe conference, to which all FRS’s were invited.

The target is to deliver a minimum of one event from each of our whole-time and daycrewed fire stations.
Target

Actual

Cheshire West & Chester

4

8

Cheshire East

5

11

Halton

2

2

Warrington

3

5

NOTE: Exceeded 100% successful delivery
Target: 14 events, although 26 events were successfully delivered across the Service
area. This was due to the high demand by fire crews on all duty systems, local
authority staff, venues, and partners.
5. Brake Road Safety Week
2015 was the tenth occasion on which the Service
has promoted and supported the Brake Road Safety
Week and this year events were aimed at highlighting
the Brake theme “Drive Less – Live More”.
During Brake Road Safety Week (17th – 23rd November) 40 watches took part in 41 events
along with Prevention staff and volunteers to promote this charity event. This is the highest
activity the Service has delivered to date. Some of the Watches actually visited several
schools (Primary and High) within their areas.
Staff engaged with over 4,000 people using Brake literature and engagement items as a long
term reminder of the theme. The Service Communications team was influential during this
busy week getting many local papers to write articles in support of the campaign.
Target: 40 watch-led road safety events
Cheshire West & Chester

12

Cheshire East

13

Halton

8

Warrington

8

Note: Exceeded 100% successful delivery
6. ACPO Summer/Winter Drink Drive Campaign
The Service supports the Association of Chief Police Officers’ Drink
Drive Campaign (ACPO) which is delivered in conjunction with
Cheshire Police and local Road Safety Officers around the Service
Area.
During June and again in December, police around the country increase their vigilance in
detecting drivers who drink and drive. To coincide with this enforcement campaign, our staff
and volunteers, along with colleagues from Cheshire Police and the local authorities, go out
into local communities to highlight the dangers of drinking & driving at education and
engagement events.
The THINK car is used at all events to show the devastating effect of losing control of a car
can be after drinking only 2 pints of beer.
Target: To deliver 8 events in total during June & December, 2 events to be delivered
in each unitary area,
June events
Cheshire West & Chester

2 completed

Cheshire East

2 completed

Halton

2 completed

Warrington

2 completed

Note: 100% successful delivery
December events
Cheshire West & Chester

2 completed

Cheshire East

3 completed

Halton

2 completed

Warrington

2 completed

Note: Exceeded 100% successful delivery

7. Commissioned Road Safety Activity in Cheshire East (KS2 and KS4)
The Service was the first FRS to be a commissioned provider
for specified aspects of road safety education within the local
authority area of Cheshire East Council in April 2012. As a
result of this, we are the first FRS to be admitted to Road
Safety GB as Corporate Members.
This was the fourth year of a now extended six year project whereby the Service deliver a
structured KS2 road safety intervention to all 130 primary schools, and also deliver a KS4
road safety intervention to all 21 secondary schools in Cheshire East.
Evaluation continues to be completed using the Royal Society for the Prevention of
Accidents (RoSPA) E-Valu-It toolkit over the whole six years of the project. Feedback from
the teachers of both age groups (KS2 and KS4) has been collated and is very positive.
The contractual requirement is to deliver to 90% of the schools in Cheshire East, but this has
been exceeded in every year to date.
8. Think Drive Survive

Think Drive Survive is a ‘flagship’ multi-award winning, multi-agency programme delivered
primarily from FSHQ with optional ‘outreach’ delivery across the Service Area.
The road safety presentations are aimed primarily at young people 17 – 25 years of age, pre
and post drivers, or those who will be passengers in cars.
We have now completed the 17th year of delivering Think Drive Survive in the Service Area.
The programme has evolved during this time, primarily due to the inability of other partners to
commit to each and every event, and is now delivered exclusively by our staff and police
staff.
The programme has been delivered to 2,375 people during the period 1st April 2015, and 31st
March 2016. It was delivered 37 times during this period, 14 in our premises, (FSHQ and
local fire stations) and 23 times externally at schools, colleges and business premises.

9.

Fire Bike

The Fire Bike is used to engage with motorcyclists and promote advanced
rider training, aiming to reduce the number of motorcyclists killed and
seriously injured on our roads.
Over the last year, the volunteer Fire Bike riders have attended 36 locations and events to
engage with other motorcyclists, resulting in direct engagement with more than 2,000 riders.
The ‘Biker Down’ course has evolved to become a significant part of the Service’s road
safety delivery, and continues to expand. The course is delivered by the volunteer Fire Bike
team members, in close partnership with RoSPA Merseyside. The course is delivered in 3
modules:


Riding skills and the science of being seen.



Approaching the crash scene and hazard perception.



First aid including CPR and helmet removal.

From April 1st 2015 to 31st March 2015, 12 Biker Down courses have been delivered to a
total of 315 attendees. These events have been located at FSHQ, or at local fire stations to
accommodate local biker groups.
A total of 686 bikers have attended the Biker Down since our first course in April 2014.
Evaluation indicates that approximately 10% of attendees have gone on to take part in some
form of advanced rider training as a result of attending a Biker Down course.
During 2016/17, we anticipate the Biker Down course going from strength to strength, with
courses running every month to help bikers keep safe.

